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Go Global: Learn Another Language








Middle School Exploratory Language Courses 
Course: Arabic, Chinese, French, German, Japanese, Russian, Spanish
Level: 90-day Exploratory Course (One Semester)
Grades: 6th – 8th
Course Description: 
The world language program in SCS focuses on using languages in real-world situations.  Students learn language that prepares them to communicate with others through oral language, print, and media.  Although students will need to know vocabulary, grammar, and cultural information, they learn them in order to use them purposefully for communication with others.  This emphasis on communication aligns the SCS curriculum with state and national standards.

At each level of world language instruction, students expand the topics on which they are able to communicate, the ways in which they are able to express themselves and understand others, and the sophistication with which they can express ideas.  Student understanding of other cultures, ability to behave in culturally acceptable ways, and to recognize the relationships between language and culture grow with each unit, year, and level of world language study.  

Each level of the SCS language curriculum is guided by clear statements of what students will know and be able to do. Realistic expectations for how well students will be able to use their language and cultural skills are also clearly stated.  These objectives determine what teachers teach, what practice activities are provided to students, and how student progress is evaluated.  Ultimately, because the goal of learning language is to be able to use it, SCS teachers are expected to test and evaluate their students on what students can do with what they have learned.  

SCS world language course descriptions include:  1) a series of ‘can do’ statements that indicate what students are expected to demonstrate their ability to do by the end of each academic year of instruction, and 2) a description of how well students can use the language they have learned at the end of the year.  

National Standards: Communication, Culture, Connections, Comparisons, Communities 



         http://www.actfl.org/files/public/execsumm.pdf
State Standards: Communication, Culture, Connections, Comparisons, Communities 


   
   http://www.tn.gov/education/ci/foreign_lang/elem.shtml 

Technology Standards: http://www.iste.org/AM/Template.cfm?Section=NETS 
Essential Knowledge and Skills:
At the end of the Exploratory Modern Language Course your student will be able to… 
· Introduce oneself and others 

· Exchange basic greetings and farewells 

· Ask and tell one’s age 

· Express likes and dislikes 

· Tell time in target language 

· Make simple statements in the present tense 

· Understand simple commands 

· Ask/answer simple questions on topics such as school, family, food, self, the house, places around 

· town and daily routines. 

· Use formal/informal forms of address appropriately 

· Give simple statements about the weather 

· Read and understand simple, level appropriate authentic text 

· Identify and demonstrate knowledge of geographical locations where the target language is spoken

· Prepare and present simple original skits in the target language 

· Recognize basic cultural similarities and differences 

· Compare essential structures of the target language with their own 

· Give simple directions 

· Compare and contrast the view points of the target culture with their own 

How well will your student be able to use their language at the end of a Semester of study? 
By the end of your 90 days of language study, you can understand and say a lot. You can read and write in the language as well. In general, you can confidently give personal information about yourself, as well as information about others; you can tell about your likes and dislikes, your preferences and needs, and you can even begin to handle yourself using the language for some daily functions, like asking for or giving directions or maybe even buying things like food or clothing. You provide information – either by making statements or answering questions- using words, phrases or short sentences (sometimes memorized) based on the situation. When you hear the language, you may need to have it repeated, but you will probably be able to figure it out as long as the speaker remembers that you are a language learner. You can also ask easy questions to get information that you need.  When you read, you will get the main idea(s) and some details of what you have read. In writing, you will find that you can write much of what you can say by making lists, writing short messages and notes, and even writing brief internet-based social communications. You will probably make some mistakes when you communicate, but you should keep in mind that these mistakes are a natural part of learning a new language. Just pay attention to them to see if you can begin to eliminate them.
**Students do not progress to a new proficiency level each year.
Performance Expectations: Student Outcomes
	Pre-Unit
	This is What You Came For!

	· I can explain what proficiency and  performance are and how they affect my  language learning.

	· I can explain the importance of proficiency to language learning.

	· I can explain the difference between performance assessment and other sorts of assessment.

	· I can explain the rules, procedures and expectations in our classroom.

	· I can persuade someone to learn a new language.

	· I can explain why learning another language is more than just learning to speak another language.

	· I can understand what people with different accents are communicating. 

	·      I can recognize that people speak with different accents. 

	· I can acknowledge that having an accent is part of the language learning process.

	· I can explain why learning another language is more than just learning to speak another language.

	Sample Performance Assessment: Presentational Writing Task
Discuss with a classmate what your proficiency goal is and how you can use performance tools to help you reach that goal.  


	Unit One
	Just the Way You Are

	· I can greet and say good-bye to someone in a culturally appropriate manner.

	· I can introduce myself and ask someone their name.

	· I can tell the date and time.

	· I can tell my age and my birthday.

	· I can tell where I am from.

	· I can tell my phone number.

	· I can ask and answer questions about name, age, origin and phone number.

	· I can describe what I look like.

	· I can describe my personality.

	· I can ask questions to find out basic information about someone else.

	Sample Performance Assessment: Presentational Writing Task
You have found an online blog for teens who speak the language you are studying. Everyone is blogging about themselves and you decide to participate.  Write a blog about yourself.  Be sure to tell them your age, where you are from and something about your personality and your appearance.




	Unit Two 
	School Days 

	· Tell what activities I participate in.

	· Tell whether I like or don’t like certain activities.

	· Express why I like or don't like certain activities.

	· Say when and with whom I do certain activities.

	· Ask and answer questions about likes and dislikes.

	· Ask and answer questions about activities including when, why, and with whom.

	· Talk about my school schedule.

	· Tell what school supplies I have.

	· Name supplies that I need for different classes.

	· Tell whether my classes are difficult or easy.

	· Describe my classes and my teachers.

	Sample Performance Assessment:

You are skyping with a student from ______ who is planning to spend a semester attending your school.  She has asked you about your school and your classes.  Tell her about your school day and describe three of your classes for her.



	Unit Three
	My School

	· Ask and tell what my family members look like and their personality.

	· Ask and tell what members of my family like to do and why.

	· Describe my family.

	· Talk about what my family members like and don't like and what they do in their free time.

	· Ask and tell about my house.

	· Ask and tell what activities and chores my family members and I do at home.

	· Describe my house and the rooms in my house..

	· Tell about the where my family members do their chores and activities.

	· Ask and give information about after school and weekend activities.

	· Tell what I do after school or on the weekend.

	· Give details about my plans such as when, where, who and what.

	· Invite someone to do something or go somewhere with me..

	· Give and find out information about when and where to go.

	· Accept or reject an invitation to do something or go somewhere.

	Sample Performance Assessment: Interpersonal Task
There is a new student in your school from ______.  You would like to invite her to spend the day with you on Saturday.  When you call, her cell phone goes straight to voice mail.  Leave her a message inviting her to do two activities with you.  Be sure to tell here where you want to go, when and who else will be there.



	Fourth Quarter
	Hey Brother

	· Express that I am hungry or thirsty.

	· Ask for and understand basic information about what people eat.

	· Express my opinions about food.

	· Tell what I eat for different meals during the day. 

	· Talk about my food preferences.

	· Describe a meal that I typically eat.

	· Describe my favorite meal.

	Sample Performance Assessment: Presentational Speaking
You are on Skype talking with a student from ______.  She is on the staff of her school’s newspaper, and the editor has asked her to write an article about what American teenagers typically eat throughout the day.  Tell her what you prefer to eat for each meal during a typical day.


<Add Specific classroom expectations and grading policies here>
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